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• Ecological Design is key to Mitigating Global Climate Effects
• Chicago Design Projects Show Healthy Environs can be Built
• TGDA’s Design for Life Ethic begins at Home

Our 22nd CENTURY Needs Gardeners



Chicago Students Climate March, September 20, 2019



SITE

MUNICIPAL

REGIONAL

PLANTS

Prioritize Climate Safety 

22nd Century Scale Mobilization

Urban Ecological 
Systems

GARDENERS

ECONOMIC

SOCIAL

Shift to An Eco-System Economy

GLOBAL

Terry Guen Design Associates, 2019



Improved Personal Wellness, Happiness, 
Safety,   Quality of Life

DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES

HOME

MUNICIPAL

REGIONAL

GLOBAL

Increased Beauty, Habitat 
Quality & Resilience

PLANT for Net Positive 
Energy

GARDENING

22nd Century “DESIGN FOR LIFE “ Gardening Ethic

Terry Guen Design Associates, Chicago

Increased Community 
Cohesion













Photo: Terry Evans, 2005











Natural History of the Chicago Region, 2002



Chicago Wilderness Atlas of Biodiversity, 2003



ECOLOGICAL MASTER PLANNING

Terry Guen Design Associates, 2012





OGDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – GREEN ROOF, 2011

Chicago Public School Green Roof as Play and Learning Environment

Terry Guen Design Associates, 2012







PLAN FOR 
CHICAGO 

1908
Daniel Burnham:  

Make No Small 
Plans

S e t t i n g  
E x p e c t a t i o n s

C R E A T I N G  C A P A C I T Y

PLAN FOR CHICAGO, 1909



Chicago Wilderness, Atlas of Biodiversity, and Terry Guen Design Associates, Boulemorphosis 2012

“Tiny City on 
edge of vast
Prairie Sea”

Urban Sprawl 
intermixed
City Parks, 
Lakeshore, & 
Forest 
Preserves 

URBS IN HORTO



Healthy 
Densification –
Compact Chicago

Terry Guen Design Associates, Boulemorphosis 2012



“Green Capital Corridors”: CHICAGO RIVER CATALYTIC SITES 
Improvements which must be located as part of Natural Systems

Terry Guen Design Associates, IIT Studio 2011





Replacement Poplar Trees at
59th Street Underpass



Ecological Plantings at 
63rd Street Beach House



DESIGN for 
CLIMATE 

ADAPTATION & 
HABITAT Terry Guen Design Associates, 2005



Terry Guen Design Associates, 2005



CONSTRUCTED URBAN LAKESHORE GRASSLAND: CLIMATE ADAPTIVE DESIGN 
Filters Water & Infiltrates, Stabilizes Beachfront, 4 Season Appearance, 

Sequesters Carbon, Provides Wildlife Habitat & Access to Nature

Terry Guen Design Associates, 2005



SOUTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION, 2005 



http://www.soils.umn.edu/academics/classes/soil2125/img/pomrts.
jpg

Evapo Transpiration

Infiltration, 
Carbon Sequestration

Diurnal soil
Moisture cycle

Why Plants in the Prairie don’t suffer drought:

PLANTS, ROOTS, SOIL, WATER
Comprise the Soil Moisture 

System

dew

Image attributed JE Weaver



Mercy Lakefront Supportive Housing, Chicago









Urban Bio-Infiltration Garden with Dolomite Prairie Plants in 9” imported soil



Terry Guen Design Associates, 2008





Aurora RiverEdge Park Terry Guen Design Associates Master Planner, photo Muller & Muller



Maggie Daley Park, Chicago, IL Terry Guen Design Associates Local Landscape Architect, Michael Van Valkenburg, NYC



North Avenue Beach, Chicago, IL Terry Guen Design Associates Landscape Architect



Chicago Navy Pier Terry Guen Design Associates Local Landscape Architect, James Corner Field Operations, NYC









Navy Pier Welcome Garden – Native Botanic Perennial Display, Chicago, IL Terry Guen Design Associates Landscape Architect, 2017



University of Illinois
Ikenberry Residential Complex



Millennium Park Terry Guen Design Associates Landscape Architect, 2004







Lurie Garden Construction, February 2004. Chicago



Lurie Garden Construction, May 2004. Chicago



Lurie Garden Construction, June 2004. Chicago



Lurie Garden, May 2008. Chicago





20th Century Gardener Wisdom
Russell Page: Education of  a Gardener, 1962

“I know that I cannot make anything new. 

To make a garden is to organize all the elements present and 
add fresh ones, but first of  all, I must absorb as best I can 
all that I see, the sky and the skyline, the soil, the colour of  
the grass and shape and nature of  the trees.  

Each half-mile of  countryside has its own nature and every 
few yards is a reinterpretation. Each stone where it lies says 
something of  the earth’s underlying structure; and the plants 
growing there, whether native or exotic, will indicate the 
vegetable chemistry of  that one place.”



Plants
Are our Friends

22nd Century Gardener Wisdom, Terry Guen: America In Bloom, 2019
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