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ENGAGING WITH COOPERATIVE EXTENSION AND 
OTHER PARTNERS



What is the Cooperative Extension Service (CES)?
CES is a nationwide, non-credit educational network that addresses public needs by providing non-
formal higher education and learning activities to farmers, ranchers, communities, youth, and families 
throughout the nation. 



Important Legislation
• 1862:  Morrill (Land Grant) Act

• Land Grant Universities
• 1890:  Morrill (Land Grant) Act

• Historically Black Colleges/Universities
• 1887:  Hatch Act

• Agriculture Experimental Stations
• 1914:  Smith-Lever Act

• Cooperative Extension 

Morrill, Justin S. (Justin Smith), 1810-1898.
Civil War photograph album, ca. 1861-65.

(James Wadsworth Family Papers).
Manuscript Division. Reproduction Number:

LC-MSS-44297-33-063

http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mcc/051/cartes/021063fv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/mcccartes:@field(DOCID+@lit(mcccartes/021063f))::
http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/


Tuskegee Institute's Movable School 
program, founded by educator George 
Washington Carver in 1906

This Photo of George Washington Carver by Tuskegee University 
Archives/Museum is licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Urban Science Adventures is licensed under CC BY-
SA-NC

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:George_Washington_Carver_c1910.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://urban-science.blogspot.com/2009/02/george-washington-carver-exhibit-at.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


In 1906 Knapp initiated the county-agent plan in response to efforts to combat the 
boll weevil in Texas.

This Photo by  invasive.org  is licensed under CC BYThis photo of Seaman A. Knapp  is public domain

https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=1236130
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Clemson Extension’s Mission

We improve the economy, environment, and 
well-being of South Carolinians through the 

delivery of unbiased research-based 
information and education.



Program Teams



Consumer/Urban Horticulture
Deliver reliable home garden and landscape information to the public 
by:

• Offering plant and soil analysis, and plant problem consultation 
services

• Presenting home gardening education and information programs
• Proactively presenting an area horticulture program that targets 

every local community





Right plant, right place





Master Gardener
 Program History

1973 - State of Washington (WSU)

1981 - Charleston County, SC

2023 – 27 Counties, 13 Coordinators

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places_listings_in_King_County,_Washington
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_South_Carolina_highlighting_Charleston_County.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://pngimg.com/download/46100
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


The mission of the Clemson Extension Master Gardener Program is to 
select, train, and utilize knowledgeable volunteers to assist the educational 
work of the local Consumer Horticulture Agent by delivering research-
based information to citizens of the state. 



The Work Of A Master Gardener
Responding to requests for home garden information.

Staffing plant/gardening clinics/educational exhibits.

Planting and maintaining demonstration areas.

Teaching/supporting the Junior Master Gardener Course.

Speaking to civic groups and garden clubs.

Writing and/or editing news articles for newsletter/website/blog.

Appearing on television/radio programs to discuss horticulture topics.



IS IT A FREE LABOR GIG?



State Impact FY22
• Service Hours – 61,403
• Adult Contacts – 285,415
• Youth Contacts – 15,221
• Miles Driven – 239,347
• Master Gardeners - 866

*Estimated Value = 
$1,839,034.83

Equivalent Full-Time 
Extension Agents =

35.6

*Based on Independent Sector Value of $29.95 (updated April 2022)



Sometimes clients find us…



Sometimes we find clients…



How do we reach other parts of the community?



Find partners!

• Built in audience
• Resources
• Mutual goals



• Local Chamber of Commerce
• Non-profit council
• Service organizations (Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions)
• Healthcare organizations
• Faith-based communities
• Local businesses
• Food pantries/Farmers Markets

• Schools/FFA groups
• Local 4H
• Local government/county government
• Childcare centers/organizations
• Recovery programs
• Senior centers
• Neighborhood groups



Resources that Community Non-Profits can bring:

Finance management
Grant writing
Facilities
Donor pool
Client list
Volunteer pool
Marketing assistance

















https://clemsonhgic.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/bradford-pear-pyrus-calleryana-bradford-in-blo-1.jpeg




Commercial Horticulture Program







Clemson Extension helps improve the quality of 

life of all South Carolinians by providing 

unbiased, research-based information through 

an array of public outreach programs in youth 

development; agribusiness; agriculture; food, 

nutrition and health; and natural resources.
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